A Hidden Gem
17 102 Tinimo

By Richard Liblong

\ ichigan is made up of dozens of small towns and villages,

l' all with their own stories. My hometown of Almont—popu-
\ lation 1,000 back then—wasn't Lake Wobegon. But it was a
pretty good place to grow up in the Eisenhower calm of
the 1950s. In fact, I don’t think it's a very big stretch to

1ave moved his easel

imagine that Norman Rockwell could
" there and not missed a brushstroke.

Almont is located 45 miles north of Detroit, east of Flint, and wes
of Port Huron. It was organized in 1834, before Michigan was ad-
mitted to the union, and named in 1846. [ dont remember how g
it was in area, but if you went one mile in any direction from the
village center, you were in the country. The village itself was about
six or seven blocks long and wide, with one taffic light at the inter-

section of Main and St. Clair Streets. Real

MO .L!‘:'J—J'NIP enterptises made up
the business district: there
were very few chain

stares then




rolling hills, vivers, and creeks (pronounced 'cricks’ by

us)h. When | was young, the finms prew acres ol com,

beans, whear, lettuce
ap ;
ries. Most of Almont’s mothers and grandmor
| pres and made jam

s canned

these Michigan delights, and hak
for us to enjoy the rest of the year

The Hurd Lock Company, which moved to Almaont in
1931, was the largest emplover of Almonters, including
my uncle and grandfather. Tt was ane of the state's ey
ing plants that helped supply the auto

small manulbact
industry and the war efforn
read “Almont, Home of Hurd Lock
ved o Greeneville, Tennessee in 1962, s
changed the sign o "Home of Hard Luck ™ Se
emplovees then founded Almont Lock Company—still «

A sign at the edpe of 1own
When the Comprany

paing concermn today

5 Stre * a8

Izt street in the villa

s, the

[ lived on Te
. his brother, and my

yvou drove south. In 1946, my d:
grandfather budlt our hovse ineipht weeks without any
I

||!'_|1];1 When they 20T up to wl e the windows woald
be, my mother told them where she'd like those locited.
There was no basement and it was all on one level with
one small bathroom, but there was enough roam for my
dad, my mother, my sister, anc me

Two blocks east of our place was my grandparents
house where my dad grew up. The garage next to i was
built by my grandiather with wood from a torn-clown
railroad station. He kept his two-tone 'S7 Chevy Bel Air

in there. I still think it was rhe coolest car ever. Grandpa

remember ihc (ime |

lmogey ourtesy of B |ll(m:1 Liblnag

Left: Rick Liblang and his grandfathar pose in fronl of the elder
Liblong's beloved 1957 Chevrolel Bel Air. Bight: Liblong's
grandmother admires the family’'s pet pheasant Billy.

1 nice hig garden and raspberry patch in the
cen coop where we kept

back as well as an empty ¢y
our pet pheasant Billy. Billy though

1w might bea dog
and s around the yard with us

seven blocks from our house,
v. The 45

Almont School was only
oqalked ar rode my bike there everv o

S0

er studenis, were

kicls in my class, as well as the otl

hlessed with grear reachers who taught us values and so-

ing, and 'fnthmetic

n o reading, wn

vial graces in additic

gue and
. Meedless

Sports-wise, our gym was the smallest in the
the gircles on the haskethall court ine

o say. we had a hig advanmage in home games and a big

S

disadvantage on the road
I could name every kid in school within three _ur.nl-_'h
of me, And, it was true that if vou did something wrong

YOUT Perents would Hnd out—aften before yvoul goi

I am very grateful for the things 1 leamed and experi-
enced in Almont. When we traveled to surrounding
their sport teams, we would open the
e

lowns to ba

windows of the schoal bus and vell as lowd as we ©
“We're from Almont and couldn’t be prouder. 1 vou
can't hear us, we'll vell a limle oo

I'm not yelling it anymore, but I'm just as prouc of

Mm :_!f,'|]]"-i— more ”'l.'lll

Alment—one of Michigan's hic
A hall century later,  mh

Richard (Rick) Liblong wos o nawspoper writer, com-
munications manager af Dow Chemical Company, and com-
munications direclor for o 115 senator during his lnrg

caraer,
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