A Hidden Gem
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By Richard Liblong

\ ichigan is made up of dozens of small towns and villages,

l' all with their own stories. My hometown of Almont—popu-
\ lation 1,000 back then—wasn't Lake Wobegon. But it was a
pretty good place to grow up in the Eisenhower calm of
the 1950s. In fact, I don’t think it's a very big stretch to

1ave moved his easel

imagine that Norman Rockwell could
" there and not missed a brushstroke.

Almont is located 45 miles north of Detroit, east of Flint, and wes
of Port Huron. It was organized in 1834, before Michigan was ad-
mitted to the union, and named in 1846. [ dont remember how g
it was in area, but if you went one mile in any direction from the
village center, you were in the country. The village itself was about
six or seven blocks long and wide, with one taffic light at the inter-

section of Main and St. Clair Streets. Real

MO .L!‘:'J—J'NIP enterptises made up
the business district: there
were very few chain

stares then







